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NEW MEMORIALS FOR THE 
GENERAL ROMAN CALENDAR 


August 
14 Maximilian Mary Kolbe, Priest 
and Martyr Memorial 
September 
20 Andrew Kim Tae-gin, Priest, Memorial 


and Paul Chéng Ha-sang, 
and Companions, Martyrs 
28 Lawrence Ruiz and Companions, Martyrs* 
November 


24 Andrew Ding-Lac, Priest, and Memorial 
Companions, Martyrs 


* Optional Memorials are printed in italics. 


PROPER CALENDAR FOR THE DIOCESES 
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


January t 
4 Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious Memorial 
5 John Neumann, Bishop Memorial 
6 André Bessette, Religious* 
March 
3 Katharine Drexel,Virgin 
May 
15 Isidore 
July 
1 Junipero Serra, Priest 
4 Independence Day 
14 Kateri Tekakwitha, Virgin Memorial 
August 
12 Jane Frances de Chantal, Religious 
September 
9 Peter Claver, Priest 
October 
6 Blessed Marie Rose Durocher, Virgin 
19 John de Brébeuf and Isaac Jogues, Priests, Memorial 
and Companions, Martyrs 
20 Paul of the Cross, Priest 
November 
13 Frances Xavier Cabrini, Virgin Memorial 


18 Rose Philippine Duchesne, Virgin 
23 Blessed Miguel Agustin Pro, Priest and Martyr 


4th Thursday Thanksgiving Day 
December 


Memorial 


9 Juan Diego 
12 Our Lapy OF GUADALUPE Feast 


* Optional Memorials are printed in italics. 
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January 4 
[In the Dioceses of the United States] 
ELIZABETH ANN SETON, RELIGIOUS 


Memorial 
See Vol. I, 1689. 


January 5 
[In the Dioceses of the United States] 
JOHN NEUMANN, BISHOP 


Memorial 
See Vol. I, 1692. 


January 6 
[In the Dioceses of the United States] 


ANDRE BESSETTE, RELIGIOUS 


Born on 9 August 1845 in the town of St. Grégoire near 
Montreal, Alfred Bessette was orphaned at the age of twelve. 
As a child he was poor, uneducated, and plagued by ill 
health. Before entering religious life he tried his hand at 
many trades: farmhand, apprentice shoemaker, baker, 
blacksmith, and tinsmith. For a time he worked in the tex- 
tile mills of Connecticut. In 1870 he entered the 
Congregation of the Holy Cross and took the name Brother 
André, As the porter or doorkeeper at the College of Notre 
Dame in Montreal, he became renowned as a healer. 
Throughout his sixty-five years in religious life, Brother 
André displayed and fostered great devotion to Saint Joseph 
among the sick and otherwise afflicted. In 1904, he founded 
the Oratory of Saint Joseph. He was always known as a man 
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6 March 3: Katharine Drexel 


of prayer and the friend of the poor. People stricken with 
illness or anguish came to him from distant places “to seek 
from him faith in God, trust in Saint Joseph’s intercession, 
a pathway to prayer and the sacraments, a glimmer of 
hope and often times a genuine relief of body and soul” 
(John Paul II, Homily, Mass of Beatification, 23 May 1982). 
At the age of 91, Brother André died on 6 January 1937, 
and one million men, women, and children paid him a last 
homage. He was declared blessed by Pope John Paul II on 
23 May 1982. [Canonization: October 17, 2010] 


From the common of holy men, Vol. I, 1500. 


Prayer 


Lord our God, friend of the lowly, 
who gave your servant, Saint André Bessette, 
a great devotion to Saint Joseph 
and a special commitment to the poor and afflicted, 
helps us through his intercession 
to follow his example of prayer and love 
and so come to share with him in your glory. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. 


March 3 
[In the Dioceses of the United States] 
KATHARINE DREXEL, VIRGIN 


Katharine Drexel was born in Philadelphia, on 26 
November 1858, the daughter of Francis A. Drexel, a promi- 
nent banker, and Hannah Langstroth, who died shortly after 
Katharine’s birth. Her father later married Emma Bouvier 
Drexel. It was from them that Katherine and her two sisters 
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learned the lessons of love of God and neighbor, especially 
the poor. Katharine gave her fortune and her life to serve the 
poor and oppressed, particularly African American and 
Native American people. She helped finance many missions 
among them. In 1891, she founded a missionary community, 
The Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament. The eucharist was the 
center of and sustenance for her life; she saw it as the source 
of unity among races, Katharine died on 3 March 1955, in her 
97th year, and was beatified by Pope John Paul II, on 20 
November 1988. [Canonization: October 1, 2000] 


From the common of virgins, Vol. II, 2104, or Vol. III, 1777. 


Prayer 
God of love, 
you called Saint Katharine Drexel 
to teach the message of the Gospel 
and to bring the life of the Eucharist 
to the Native American and African American 
peoples, 
by her prayers and example, 
enable us to work for justice 
among the poor and the oppressed, 
and keep us undivided in love 
in the eucharistic community of your Church. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. 


May 15 


[In the Dioceses of the United States] 


ISIDORE 
See Vol. II, 2341, or Vol. III, 1998. 
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July 1 
[In the Dioceses of the United States] 
JUNIPERO SERRA, PRIEST 


Junipero Serra was born on 24 November 1713 on the 
island of Baleari Major and was given the name Peter. He 
entered the Order of the Friars Minor at Palma, Majorca in 
1730 and, after completing his studies, was ordained to the 
priesthood in 1736. In April of 1749, he began his mission- 
ary work and went to Mexico, where he preached the gospel 
to the native peoples and founded missions. He entered 
California on 1 July 1767 where he proceeded to found nine 
missions along the California coast from San Diego to San 
Francisco. He died in Monterey on 28 August 1784 and is 
buried in the mission church of Saint Charles Borromeo, 
which he founded. [Canonization: September 23, 2015] 


From the common of pastors: missionary, Vol. III, 1734. 


Prayer 


O God, who by your ineffable mercy 
have been pleased through the labors 
of your Priest Saint Junipero Serra 
to count many American peoples 
within your Church, 
grant by his intercession 
that we may so join our hearts to you in love, 
as to carry always and everywhere 
before all people 
the image of your Only Begotten Son. 
Who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. 
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July 14 
[In the Dioceses of the United States] 
KATERI TEKAKWITHA, VIRGIN 
Memorial 


Kateri Tekakwitha was born in Ossernon (Auriesville, New 
York) in 1656, the daughter of a Christian Algonquin mother 
and a non-Christian Mohawk chief. Having lost her parents in 
a smallpox epidemic at the age of fourteen, she was raised 
among the Mohawks in the home of an uncle. There she first 
encountered Christian missionaries. In 1675 she was instruct- 
ed in the faith by the missionary Jacques de Lamberville, who 
baptized her on Easter Sunday, 5 April 1676, at which time she 
took the name Kateri (Katherine). Because of her conversion 
and baptism, her exemplary life, and her desire to remain a 
virgin, Kateri suffered harassment and persecution. She fled 
to a Christian village on the Saint Lawrence River. At Sault 
Saint Louis, on Christmas Day, 1677, she received her first 
Communion. Under the guidance of Father Pierre Cholonec 
and an older Iroquois woman, Anastasia Tegonhatsihongo, 
Kateri led a life of great virtue and charity, making a private 
vow of virginity on 25 March 1679. Kateri died at the age of 24 
on 17 April 1680 in Caughnawaga, Canada. Devotion to 
Kateri, known as the Lily of the Mohawks, spread throughout 
the United States and Canada. On 22 June 1980 Kateri 
Tekakwitha was declared blessed by Pope John Paul I. 
(Canonization: October 21, 2012] 


From the common of virgins, Vol. III, 1777. 


Prayer 


O God, who desired the Virgin 
Saint Kateri Tekakwitha 

to flower among Native Americans 

in a life of innocence, 
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grant, through her intercession, 
that when all are gathered into your Church 
from every nation, tribe and tongue, 
they may magnify you 
in a single canticle of praise. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. 


August 12 
[In the Dioceses of the United States] 
JANE FRANCES DE CHANTAL, RELIGIOUS 


Jane Frances was born in Dijon, France, in 1572. She was 
married to the nobleman de Chantal and had six sons, to whom 
she carefully taught the Christian faith. When her husband died, 
she wholeheartedly embraced the religious life under the guid- 
ance of Saint Francis de Sales and performed works of charity 
especially for the poor and sick. She founded the Visitation 
Order, which she directed wisely until her death in 1641. 


From the common of holy women: religious, Vol. IV, 1849, 
except for the following: 


Office of Readings 
SECOND READING 


From The Memoirs by the secretary of Saint Jane 
Frances de Chantal 


(Frangoise-Madeleine de Chaugy, Memoires sur la vie et les vertus de Sainte 
J.-F, de Chantal, Il, 3: 3e edit., Paris 1853, pp. 306-307) 


Love is as strong as death 


One day Saint Jane spoke the following eloquent 
words, which listeners took down exactly as spoken: 
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“My dear daughters, many of our holy fathers in 
the faith, men who were pillars of the Church, did 
not die martyrs. Why do you think this was?” Each 
one present offered an answer; then their mother 
continued, “Well, I myself think it was because 
there is another martyrdom: the martyrdom of 
love. Here God keeps his servants and handmaids 
in this present life so that they may labor for him, 
and he makes of them both martyrs and confes- 
sors. I know,” she added, “that the Daughters of the 
Visitation are meant to be martyrs of this kind and 
that, by the favor of God, some of them, more for- 
tunate than others in that their desire has been 
granted, will actually suffer such a martyrdom.” 

One sister asked what form this martyrdom took. 
The Saint answered: “Yield yourself fully to God, 
and you will find out! Divine love takes its sword to 
the hidden recesses of our inmost soul and divides 
us from ourselves. I know one person whom love 
cut off from all that was dearest to her, just as com- 
pletely and effectively as if a tyrant’s blade had sev- 
ered spirit from body.” 

We realized that she was speaking of herself. When 
another sister asked how long the martyrdom would 
continue, the Saint replied: “From the moment when 
we commit ourselves unreservedly to God, until our 
last breath. I am speaking, of course, of great souled 
individuals who keep nothing back for themselves, 
but instead are faithful in love. Our Lord does not 
intend this martyrdom for those who are weak in love 
and perseverance, Such people he lets continue on 
their mediocre way, so that they will not be lost to 
him; he never does violence to our free will.” 

Finally, the Saint was asked whether this martyr- 
dom of love could be put on the same level as 
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martyrdom of the body. She answered: “We should 
not worry about equality. I do think, however, that the 
martyrdom of love cannot be relegated to a second 
place, for love is as strong as death. For the martyrs 
of love suffer infinitely more in remaining in this life 
so as to serve God, than if they died a thousand times 
over in testimony to their faith and love and fidelity.” 


RESPONSORY See Philippians 4:8-9 


There are many things that are true, honorable 
and just, 

many that are pure, worthy of love and deserving 
of praise: 

these you must do. 

— And the God of peace will be with you. 


If there is anything virtuous, anything worthy of 
admiration, 

think of these things above all else. 

— And the God of peace will be with you. 


Prayer 


O God, who made Saint Jane Frances de Chantal 
radiant with outstanding merits 
in different walks of life, 
grant us, through her intercession, 
that, walking faithfully in our vocation, 
we may constantly be examples of shining light. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. 
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August 14 


MAXIMILIAN MARY KOLBE, 
PRIEST AND MARTYR 


Memorial 


Maximilian Mary Kolbe, born on 8 January 1894 in 
Poland, became a Conyentual Franciscan and in 1918 was 
ordained a priest in Rome. Out of deep filial devotion to 
Mary, he established the sodality called the Militia of Mary 
Immaculate and promoted its growth in Poland and other 
parts of the world. As a missionary in Japan he labored 
under the patronage of the Immaculate Virgin to spread 
the Christian faith. He returned to Poland and during 
World War II was imprisoned and suffered great hardship 
in the concentration camp at Oswiecim (Auschwitz). His 
life of dedication was crowned by his supreme sacrifice of 
charity on 14 August 1941, when he offered up his own life 
in place of another prisoner. 


From the common of pastors: missionary, Vol. IV, 1748, or 
from the common of one martyr, Vol. IV, 1721, except for 
the following: 

Office of Readings 
SECOND READING : 
From the Letters of Maximilian Mary Kolbe 


(Scritti del P- Massimiliano M. Kolbe, Italian translation, yol. I, pt. 1 
(Padua, 1971], 75-77; 166) 
Apostolic zeal for the salvation 
and sanctification of souls 


The burning zeal for God’s glory that motivates you 
fills my heart with joy. It is sad for us to see in our own 
time that indifferentism in its many forms is spread- 
ing like an epidemic not only among the laity but also 
among religious. But God is worthy of glory beyond 
measure, and therefore it is of absolute and supreme 
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importance to seek that glory with all the power of 
our feeble resources. Since we are mere creatures we 
can never return to him all that is his due. 

The most resplendent manifestation of God’s glory 
is the salvation of souls, whom Christ redeemed by 
shedding his blood. To work for the salvation and 
sanctification of as many souls as possible, therefore, 
is the preeminent purpose of the apostolic life. Let 
me, then, say a few words that may show the way 
toward achieving God’s glory and the sanctification 
of many souls. 

God, who is all-knowing and all-wise, knows best 
what we should do to increase his glory. Through his 
representatives on earth he continually reveals his 
will to us; thus it is obedience and obedience alone 
that is the sure sign to us of the divine will. A supe- 
rior may, it is true, make a mistake; but it is impos- 
sible for us to be mistaken in obeying a superior’s 
command. The only exception to this rule is the case 
of a superior commanding something that in even 
the slightest way would contravene God’s law. Such 
a superior would not be conveying God’s will. 

God alone is infinitely wise, holy, merciful, our 
Lord, Creator, and Father; he is beginning and end, 
wisdom and power and love; he is all. Everything 
other than God has value to the degree that it is 
referred to him, the maker of all and our own 
redeemer, the final end of all things. It is he who, 
declaring his adorable will to us through his repre- 
sentatives on earth, draws us to himself and whose 
plan is to draw others to himself through us and to 
join us all to himself in an ever deepening love. 

Look, then, at the high dignity that by God’s 
mercy belongs to our state in life. Obedience rais- 
es us beyond the limits of our littleness and puts us 
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in harmony with God’s will. In boundless wisdom 
and care, his will guides us to act rightly. Holding 
fast to that will, which no creature can thwart, we 
are filled with unsurpassable strength. 

Obedience is the one and the only way of wisdom 
and prudence for us to offer glory to God. If there 
were another, Christ would certainly have shown it 
to us by word and example. Scripture, however, 
summed up his entire life at Nazareth in the words: 
He was subject to them; Scripture set obedience as 
the theme of the rest of his life, repeatedly declaring 
that he came into the world to do his Father's will. 

Let us love our loving Father with all our hearts. 
Let our obedience increase that love, above all 
when it requires us to surrender our own will. Jesus 
Christ crucified is our sublime guide toward 
growth in God’s love. 

We will learn this lesson more quickly through the 
Immaculate Virgin, whom God has made the dis- 
penser of his mercy. It is beyond all doubt that 
Mary’s will represents to us the will of God himself. 
By dedicating ourselves to her we become in her 
hands instruments of God’s mercy even as she was 
such an instrument in God’s hands. We should let 
ourselves be guided and led by Mary and rest quiet 
and secure in her hands. She will watch out for us, 
provide for us, answer our needs of body and spir- 
it; she will dissolve all our difficulties and worries. 


RESPONSORY Ephesians 5:1-2; 6:6 
Be imitators of God as his dear children. 

Follow the way of love, 

even as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us 
as an offering to God. 

—A gift of pleasing fragrance. 
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Do God’s will with your whole heart as servants of 
Christ. 
—A gift of pleasing fragrance. 


Prayer 


O God, who filled the Priest and Martyr 
Saint Maximilian Kolbe 

with a burning love for the Immaculate 
Virgin Mary 

and with zeal for souls and love of neighbor, 

graciously grant, through his intercession, 

that, striving for your glory 
by eagerly serving others, 

we may be conformed, even until death, 
to your Son. 

Who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. 


Morning Prayer 
CANTICLE OF ZECHARIAH 


Ant. — Christ will be exalted in me whether I live or die. 
For to me to live is Christ and to die is gain. 


Prayer 


O God, who filled the Priest and Martyr 
Saint Maximilian Kolbe 

with a burning love for the Immaculate 
Virgin Mary 

and with zeal for souls and love of neighbor, 

graciously grant, through his intercession, 


Sept. 20: Andrew Kim Tae-gin and Companions 17 


that, striving for your glory 
by eagerly serving others, 

we may be conformed, even until death, 
to your Son. 

Who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. 


Evening Prayer 
CANTICLE OF MARY 


Ant. By this we have come to know the meaning 
of God’s love: Christ laid down his life for us, 
and we should lay down our lives for others. 


September 9 
[In the Dioceses of the United States] 


PETER CLAVER, PRIEST 


Memorial 
See Vol. IV, 2016. 


September 20 


ANDREW KIM TAE-GON, 
PRIEST, AND PAUL CHONG HA-SANG, 
AND COMPANIONS, MARTYRS 


Memorial 


At the beginning of the 17th century through the efforts of 
several laypersons the Christian faith reached Korea, where a 
strong and vital Christian community flourished under lay 
leadership until 1836 when, in secret, missionaries from 
France, members of the Paris Foreign Mission Society, 
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entered the country. During the persecutions of 1839, 1846, 1866, 
and 1867 one hundred and three members of the Christian com- 
munity gave their lives as martyrs. Leaders among these wit- 
nesses to the faith were the first Korean priest and pastor, 
Andrew Kim Tae-gén, and the lay apostle, Paul Chéng Hasang. 
Among the other martyrs were bishops and priests, but for the 
most part they were laity, men and women, married and 
unmarried, children, young people, and the elderly. All suf- 
fered greatly for the faith and consecrated the rich beginnings 
of the Church of Korea with their blood as martyrs. 


From the common of several martyrs, Vol. IV, 1694, except 
for the following: 


Office of Readings 
SECOND READING 
From the final exhortation of Andrew Kim Tae-gon, 
priest and martyr 


(Pro Corea Documenta, ed. Mission Catholique Séoul, Seoul/Paris, 1938, 
vol. I, 74-75) 


Love and perseverance are the crown of faith 


My brothers and sisters, my dearest friends, think 
again and again on this: God has ruled over all 
things in heaven and on earth from the beginning of 
time; then reflect on why and for what purpose he 
chose each one of us to be created in his own image 
and likeness. 

In this world of perils and hardship if we did not rec- 
ognize the Lord as our Creator, there would be no 
benefit either in being born or in our continued exis- 
tence. We have come into this world by God’s grace; by 
that same grace we have received baptism, entrance 
into the Church, and the honor of being called 
Christians. Yet what good will this do us if we are 
Christians in name alone and not in fact? We would 
have come into the world for nothing, we would have 
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entered the Church for nothing, and we would have 
betrayed even God and his grace. It would be better 
never to have been born than to receive the grace of 
God and then to sin against him. 

Look at the farmer who cultivates his rice fields. 
In season he plows, then fertilizes the earth; never 
counting the cost, he labors under the sun to nur- 
ture the seed he has planted. When harvest time 
comes and the rice crop is abundant, forgetting his 
labor and sweat, he rejoices with an exultant heart. 
But if the crop is sparse and there is nothing but 
straw and husks, the farmer broods over his toil and 
sweat and turns his back on that field with a disgust 
that is all the greater the harder he has toiled. 

The Lord is like a farmer and we are the field of 
rice that he fertilizes with his grace and by the mys- 
tery of the incarnation and the redemption irrigates 
with his blood, in order that we will grow and reach 
maturity. When harvest time comes, the day of judg- 
ment, those who have grown to maturity in the 
grace of God will find the joy of adopted children in 
the kingdom of heaven; those who have not grown to 
maturity will become God’s enemies and, even 
though they were once his children, they will be 
punished according to their deeds for all eternity. 

Dearest brothers and sisters: when he was in the 
world, the Lord Jesus bore countless sorrows and 
by his own passion and death founded his Church; 
now he gives it increase through the sufferings of 
his faithful. No matter how fiercely the powers of 
this world oppress and oppose the Church, they 
will never bring it down. Ever since his ascension 
and from the time of the apostles to the present, 
the Lord Jesus has made his Church grow even in 
the midst of tribulation. 
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For the last fifty or sixty years, ever since the com- 
ing of the Church to our own land of Korea, the faith- 
ful have suffered persecution over and over again. 
Persecution still rages and as a result many who are 
friends in the household of the faith, myself among 
them, have been thrown into prison and like you are 
experiencing severe distress. Because we have become 
the one Body, should not our hearts be grieved for the 
members who are suffering? Because of the human 
ties that bind us, should we not feel deeply the pain of 
our separation? 

But, as the Scriptures say, God numbers the very 
hairs of our head and in his all-embracing provi- 
dence he has care over us all. Persecution, therefore, 
can only be regarded as the command of the Lord or 
as a prize he gives or as a punishment he permits. 

Hold fast, then, to the will of God and with all your 
heart fight the good fight under the leadership of 
Jesus; conquer again the diabolical power of this 
world that Christ has already vanquished. 

I beg you not to fail in your love for one another, 
but to support one another and to stand fast until 
the Lord mercifully delivers us from our trials. 

There are twenty of us in this place and by God’s 
grace we are so far all well. If any of us is executed, I 
ask you not to forget our families. I have many things 
to say, yet how can pen and paper capture what I 
feel? I end this letter. As we are all near the final 
ordeal, I urge you to remain steadfast in faith, so that 
at last we will all reach heaven and there rejoice 
together. I embrace you all in love. 


RESPONSORY 

These are the martyrs who bore witness to Christ. 
Praising the Lord, they feared no evil. 

— The blood of martyrs is the seed of Christians. 
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They are as unknown, yet well known, as dying, yet 
living still, 

as having nothing, yet possessing all things. 

—The blood of martyrs is the seed of Christians. 


Prayer 


O God, who have been pleased to increase 
your adopted children in all the world, 
and who made the blood of the Martyrs 
Saint Andrew Kim Tae-gén and his companions 
a most fruitful seed of Christians, 
grant that we may be defended by their help 
and profit always from their example. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. 


September 28 


LAWRENCE RUIZ AND COMPANIONS, 
MARTYRS 


During the seventeenth century (1633-1637) sixteen mar- 
tyrs, namely, Lawrence Ruiz and his companions, shed their 
blood out of love for Christ in the city of Nagasaki, Japan. This 
group of martyrs, members or associates of the Order of 
Preachers, includes nine presbyters, two religious, two vir- 
gins, and three laymen, one of whom is the Filipino husband 
and father, Lawrence Ruiz. In various times and circum- 
stances, they all spread the Christian faith in the Philippine 
Islands, Formosa, and Japan, thus wonderfully showing the 
universality of the Christian religion. Through the example 
of their lives and their deaths these dauntless missionaries 
also sowed abundant seeds for the future of Christianity. 
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From the common of several martyrs, Vol. IV, 1694, except 
for the following: 


Office of Readings 
SECOND READING 
From a homily of Pope John Paul II 


(Homily in Manila at the Mass of beatification of the Venerable Servant of 
God Lawrence Ruiz and companions: AAS 73 [1981], 340-342) 


In shedding their blood they offered God 
the greatest act of worship and love 


According to his Gospel promise, Christ truly 
acknowledges, in the presence of his Father in 
heaven, those faithful martyrs who acknowledged 
him before men and women. 

The hymn of glory to God which has just been sung 
by numberless voices is an echo of the Te Deum sung 
in the Church of Santo Domingo on the evening of 27 
December 1637, when the news arrived of the martyr- 
dom at Nagasaki of a group of six Christians. Among 
them were the head of the mission, Father Antonio 
Gonzales, a Spanish Dominican from Leon, and 
Lawrence Ruiz, a married man with a family, born in 
Manila “extra muros,” in the suburb of Binondo. 

These witnesses had also in their turn sung 
psalms to the Lord of mercy and power, while they 
were in prison and when they were put to death, a 
martyrdom that lasted three days. 

Faith conquers the world. The preaching of this 
faith enlightens like the sun all who wish to attain the 
knowledge of truth. For, although there are different 
languages in the world, the Christian tradition re- 
mains one and the same. 

The Lord Jesus by his blood truly redeemed his ser- 
vants, gathered from every race, tongue, people, and 
nation, to make them a royal priesthood for our God. 


q 
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The sixteen blessed martyrs, by the exercise of 
their priesthood—that of baptism or of holy 
orders—performed the greatest act of worship and 
love of God by the shedding of their blood, united 
with Christ’s sacrifice of the cross. In this way they 
imitated Christ the priest and victim in the most 
perfect way possible to human creatures. It was at 
the same time an act of the greatest possible love for 
their brothers and sisters, for whose sake we too are 
all called to sacrifice ourselves, following the exam- 
ple of the Son of God who sacrificed himself for us. 

This is what Lawrence Ruiz did. Guided by the 
Holy Spirit to an unexpected goal after an adven- 
turous journey, he told the judges that he was a 
Christian, and must die for God: “Had I a thou- 
sand lives I would gladly offer them all for him. 
Never shall I apostatize. You may kill me, if that is 
what you want. To die for God—such is my will.” 

Here we have a summary of his life; here we have 
a description of his faith and the reason for his 
death. It was at this moment that this young father 
of a family professed and brought to completion the 
Christian catechesis that he had received in the 
Dominican Friars’ school in Binondo: a catechesis 
that has its sole center in Christ, for Christ is its 
object, and it is Christ who teaches through the lips 
of his messenger. 

The example of Lawrence Ruiz, the son of a 
Chinese father and Tagala mother, reminds us that 
everyone’s life and the whole of one’s life must be 
Christ-directed. For this is what it means to be a 
Christian: to offer oneself daily in response to the gift 
of Christ, who came into the world so that all might 
have life and have it to the full. 
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RESPONSORY 


These holy men and women poured out their blood 
for the Lord; 

they loved Christ in life; they followed him in his 
death. 

—They have won the glorious crown. 


They shared the one Spirit; 
they held fast to one faith. 
—They have won the glorious crown. 


Prayer 


Grant us, we pray, Lord God, 
the same perseverance shown by your Martyrs 
Saint Lawrence Ruiz and his companions 
in serving you and their neighbor, 
since those persecuted for the sake 

of righteousness 
are blessed in your Kingdom. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. 


October 6 
[In the Dioceses of the United States] 


BLESSED MARIE ROSE DUROCHER, VIRGIN 


Born on 6 October 1811 at St. Antoine, in Quebec, Canada, 
Eulalie Durocher was the tenth and youngest child of her 
family. She was educated in St. Denis and Montreal under the 
direction of the Sisters of the Congregation of Notre Dame. 
For thirteen years she assisted her brother, a parish priest, in 
the parish household and as a parish worker. With the help of 
the French Oblates she established the first Canadian parish 
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Sodality for young women. In 1843, at the invitation of Bishop 
Bourget, she founded the Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus 
and Mary, a new congregation of women dedicated to 
Christian education. At the time she took the religious name 
Marie Rose. Her community flourished in spite of great 
poverty and misunderstandings. Her concern was always for 
the poor. Blessed Marie Rose died at the age of 38 on 6 
October 1849, She was declared blessed by Pope John Paul IL 
on 23 May 1982. 


From the common of virgins, Vol. IV, 1791. 
Prayer 
Lord, who enkindled in the heart 
of Blessed Marie Rose Durocher 
the flame of ardent charity 
and a great desire to cooperate 
in the mission of the Church as a teacher, 
grant us that same active love, 
so that, in responding to the needs 
of the world today, 
we may lead our brothers and sisters 
to the blessedness of eternal life. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. 


October 19 
[In the Dioceses of the United States] 


JOHN DE BREBEUF AND ISAAC JOGUES, 
PRIESTS, AND COMPANIONS, MARTYRS 


Memorial 
See Vol. IV, 2019. 


26 Noy. 18: Rose Philippine Duchesne 


October 20 
[In the Dioceses of the United States] 


PAUL OF THE CROSS, PRIEST 
See October 19, Vol. IV, 1505. 


November 13 
[In the Dioceses of the United States] 
FRANCES XAVIER CABRINI, VIRGIN 
Memorial 


See Vol. IV, 2022. 
November 18 


[In the Dioceses of the United States] 


ROSE PHILIPPINE DUCHESNE, VIRGIN 


Born on 29 August 1769, at Grenoble, France, and edu- 
cated by the Visitation nuns at Sainte Marie d’en Haut, Rose 
Philippine Duchesne entered the Visitation community at 
the age of 17. During the Reign of Terror the community was 
expelled from France, and Philippine returned home. After 
the Concordat of 1801, she and her companions attempted 
to rebuild their convent but were unsuccessful. In 1804 she 
persuaded Mother Madeleine Sophie Barat to accept the 
convent of Sainte Marie, and Philippine and four others 
became postulants of the Religious of the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus. She was professed in 1805. In 1818, with four other sis- 
ters, she was sent to the United States of America to found 
the first American house of her Society, a log cabin at Saint 
Charles, near Saint Louis, Missouri. She opened the first 
American free school west of the Mississippi, received the 
first American postulant in 1820 and, by 1828, had founded 
six houses. Rose Philippine Duchesne resigned as superior, 
at the age of 71, in order to devote herself to beginning a 
school for Indians at Sugar Creek. Deteriorating health 
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forced her to resign this much cherished work, and on 18 
November 1852, she died, having spent 34 years of her life 
extending the work of the Society as an international com- 
munity. She was beatified in 1940 and canonized on 3 July 
1988, at Saint Peter’s in Rome by Pope John Paul II. 


From the common of virgins, Vol. IV, 1791. 


Prayer 


Almighty God, who filled the heart 

of Saint Rose Philippine Duchesne 
with charity and missionary zeal, 
and gave her the desire 
to make you known among all peoples, 
grant us to follow her way 
and fill us with that same love and zeal 
to extend your Kingdom to the ends of the earth. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. 


November 23 
[In the Dioceses of the United States] 


BLESSED MIGUEL AGUSTIN PRO, 
PRIEST AND MARTYR 


Miguel Pro was born near Zacatecas, Mexico, on 13 
January 1891. In 1911 he entered the Society of Jesus; his 
studies took him to the United States, Spain and Belgium, 
where he was ordained in 1926. On his return to Mexico he 
carried out his priestly ministry secretly, because of the reli- 
gious persecution. Eventually his zeal attracted the unfavor- 
able attention of the authorities; he was arrested on false 
charges and was condemned to death. The sentence was car- 
ried out by shooting on 23 November 1927. Blessed Miguel 
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Agustin Pro was beatified by Pope John Paul II on 25 
September 1988 at Saint Peter's in Rome. 


From the common of one martyr, Vol. IV, 1721, or from the 
common of pastors, Vol. IV, 1748. 


Prayer 
Our God and Father, 
who conferred upon your servant 
Blessed Miguel Agustin Pro 
the grace of ardently seeking your greater glory 
and the salvation of others, 
grant, through his intercession and example, 
that by faithfully and joyfully performing 
our daily duties 
and effectively assisting those around us, 
we may serve you with zeal 
and ever seek your glory. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. 


November 24 


ANDREW DUNG-LAC, PRIEST, AND 
COMPANIONS, MARTYRS 


Memorial 


The beginning of the sixteenth century saw the first sowing 
of the Gospel of Christ among the Vietnamese people, and 
this seed grew through the blood of martyrs and the spiritu- 
al joy of the newly baptized faithful. During the seventeenth, 
eighteenth, and nineteenth centuries, particularly during the 
reign of the Emperor Minh-Mang (1820-1840), many 
Christians received the martyr’s crown; these included bish- 
ops, priests, men religious and women religious, and mem- 
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bers of the laity, All of these suffered torments of various 
kinds for their Christian faith and fidelity to the cross of 
Christ and bore witness to Christ’s Church and true religion. 
Some were decapitated, others hanged, others burned or 
whipped to death, others died during their imprisonment. Of 
these the Supreme Pontiff John Paul II on 19 June 1988 
declared one-hundred seventeen martyrs to be among the 
ranks of the saints. 


From the common of several martyrs, Vol. IV, 1694, except 
for the following: 


Office of Readings 
SECOND READING 


From a letter of Saint Paul Le-Bao-Tinh sent to 
students of the Seminary of Ke-Vinh in 1843 
(A. Launay, Le clergé tonkinois et ses prétres martyrs [Paris Foreign 
Mission Society, Paris, 1925], pp. 80-83) 

The martyrs’ share in Christ’s victory 


I, Paul, in chains for the name of Christ, wish to 
relate to you the trials besetting me daily, in order 
that you may be inflamed with love for God and 
join with me in his praises, for his mercy is for 
ever. The prison here is a true image of everlasting 
hell: to cruel tortures of every kind—shackles, iron 
chains, manacles—are added hatred, vengeance, 
calumnies, obscene speech, quarrels, evil acts, 
swearing, curses, as well as anguish and grief. But 
the God who once freed the three children from 
the fiery furnace is with me always; he has deliv- 
ered me from these tribulations and made them 
sweet, for his mercy is for ever. 

In the midst of these torments, which usually ter- 
rify others, I am, by the grace of God, full of joy and 
gladness, because I am not alone—Christ is with me. 
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Our Master bears the whole weight of the cross, 
leaving me only the tiniest, last bit. He is not a 
mere onlooker in my struggle, but a contestant and. 
the victor and champion in the whole battle. 
Therefore upon his head is placed the crown of vic- 
tory, and his members also share in his glory. 

How am I to bear with the spectacle, as each day 
I see emperors, mandarins, and their retinue blas- 
pheming your holy name, O Lord, who are 
enthroned above the Cherubim and Seraphim? 
Behold, the pagans have trodden your cross under- 
foot! Where is your glory? As I see all this, I would, 
in the ardent love I have for you, prefer to be torn 
limb from limb and to die as a witness to your love. 

O Lord, show your power, save me, sustain me, 
that in my infirmity your power may be shown and 
may be glorified before the nations; grant that I 
may not grow weak along the way, and so allow 
your enemies to hold their heads up in pride. 

Beloved brothers, as you hear all these things 
may you give endless thanks in joy to God, from 
whom every good proceeds; bless the Lord with 
me, for his mercy is for ever. My soul proclaims 
the greatness of the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God 
my Savior, for he has looked with favor on his 
lowly servant and from this day all generations will 
call me blessed, for his mercy is for ever. 

O praise the Lord, all you nations, acclaim him all 
you peoples, for God chose what ts weak in the world 
to confound the strong, God chose what is low and 
despised to confound the noble. Through my mouth 
he has confused the philosophers who are disciples of 
the wise of this world, for his mercy is for ever. 

I write these things to you in order that your faith 
and mine may be united. In the midst of this storm 
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I cast my anchor toward the throne of God, the 
anchor that is the lively hope in my heart. 

Beloved brothers, for your part so run that you 
may attain the crown, put on the breastplate of 
faith and take up the weapons of Christ for the 
right hand and for the left, as my patron Saint 
Paul has taught us. It is better for you to enter life 
with one eye or crippled than, with all your mem- 
bers intact, to be cast away. 

Come to my aid with your prayers, that I may 
have the strength to fight according to the law, and 
indeed to fight the good fight and to fight until the 
end and so finish the race. We may not again see 
each other in this life, but we will have the happi- 
ness of seeing each other again in the world to 
come, when, standing at the throne of the spotless 
Lamb, we will together join in singing his praises 
and exult for ever in the joy of our triumph. Amen. 


RESPONSORY 
Through patience let us run the race that is set 
before us. 


— Looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of 
our faith. 


Consider him who from sinners endured such hos- 
tility against himself, 

so that you may not grow weary or fainthearted. 

— Looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of 
our faith. 


Prayer 


O God, source and origin of all fatherhood, 
who kept the Martyrs Saint Andrew Diing-Lac 
and his companions 
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faithful to the Cross of your Son, 
even to the shedding of their blood, 
grant, through their intercession, 
that, spreading your love among 
_ our brothers and sisters, 
we may be your children both in name 
and in truth. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. 


December 9 
[In the Dioceses of the United States] 


JUAN DIEGO 


On 14 May 1990, Pope John Paul II, while visiting the 
Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Mexico, acknowl- 
edged the cult of blessed Juan Diego, to whom our Lady 
appeared at Tepeyac. Little is known about the life of Juan 
Diego, but tradition supplies some information. His given 
name was said to be Cuauhtlatzin (the talking eagle). He 
was a member of the Chichimeca people, one of the more 
culturally advanced groups living in the Valley of Anahuac, 
as the area that is now Mexico City was once known. He 
was a leader of his own people and may have been involved 
in the area’s textile industry. After the apparitions of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, according to tradition, Juan Diego 
received the bishop’s permission to live as a hermit or 
“conversus” in a small hut near the chapel which was built 
on Tepeyac. There he cared for the church and the first pil- 
grims who came to see the miraculous image and pray to 
the Mother of Jesus. His contemporaries were impressed 
with his holiness; parents used to bless their children with 
the wish, “May God make you like Juan Diego.” [Canon- 
ization: July 31, 2002] 


From the common of holy men, Vol. I, 1500. 
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Prayer 


O God, who by means of Saint Juan Diego showed 
the love of the most holy Virgin Mary 

for your people, 
grant, through his intercession, 
that, by following the counsels 

our Mother gave at Guadalupe, 
we may be ever constant in fulfilling your will. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. 


December 12 
[In the Dioceses of the United States] 


OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE 
Feast 


The shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe, near Mexico City, 
is one of the most celebrated places of pilgrimage in North 
America. On 9 December 1531, the Blessed Virgin Mary 
appeared to an Indian convert, Juan Diego, at Tepeyac and 
left him with a picture of herself imprinted upon his cloak. 
Devotion to Mary under the title of “Our Lady of 
Guadalupe” has continually increased, and today she is the 
Patroness of the Americas. Because of the close link 
between the Church in Mexico and the Church in the 
United States this feast was also added to the proper cal- 
endar for the dioceses of the United States. 


From the common of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Vol. I, 1326, 
except for the following: 


Invitatory 
Ant. Come, let us worship Christ, the Son of Mary. 
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Invitatory psalm as in the Ordinary, 648. 
Office of Readings 


HYMN 

Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming 
from tender stem hath sprung! 
Of Jesse’s lineage coming 

as seers of old have sung. 

It came a blossom bright, 
amid the cold of winter 

when half spent was the night. 


Isaiah twas foretold it, 

the Rose I have in mind, 

with Mary we behold it, 

the Virgin Mother kind. 

To show God’s love aright, 
she bore to us a Savior, 

when half spent was the night. 


O Flower, whose fragrance tender 
with sweetness fills the air, 

dispel in glorious splendor 

the darkness everywhere; 

true man, yet very God, 

from sin and death now save us, 


and share our every load. 
Text: Isaiah 11:1; Es ist ein’ Ros’ entsprungen, ier Gebetbuch, 1599; Tr. Stanzas 
1-2 by Theodore Baker, 1851-1934; Stanza 3, The Hymnal, 1940 


Melody: Es Ist Hin’ Ros’ Entsprungen 7676676 


PSALMODY 


Ant. 1 Mary received a blessing from the Lord and 
loving kindness from God her savior. 


Psalms from the Common of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 1328. 
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Ant. 2 Arise, my beloved, my beautiful one, and 
come; fragrant flowers now appear upon 
the earth. 


Ant. 3 Behold, my beloved comes to me, springing 
across the mountains, leaping across the hills. 


Blessed are those who hear the word of God. 
— And cherish it in their hearts. 


First READING 


From the book of the prophet Isaiah 
52:7, 9-10; 54:10-15; 55:3b, 12b-13 


Peace will be proclaimed over the mountains 


How beautiful upon the mountains 
are the feet of him who brings glad tidings, 
Announcing peace, bearing good news, 
announcing salvation, and saying to Zion, 
“Your God is King!” 


Break out together in song, 
O ruins of Jerusalem! 

For the Lorp comforts his people, 
he redeems Jerusalem. 

The Lorp has bared his holy arm 
in the sight of all the nations; 

All the ends of the earth will behold 
the salvation of our God. 


Though the mountains leave their place 
and the hills be shaken, 

My love shall never leave you 
nor my covenant of peace be shaken, 
says the LorD, who has mercy on you. 
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O afflicted one, storm-battered and unconsoled, 
I lay your pavements in carnelians, 
and your foundations in sapphires; 
I will make your battlements of rubies, 
your gates of carbuncles, 
and all your walls of precious stones. 
All your sons shall be taught by the Lorp, 
and great shall be the peace of your children. 
In justice shall you be established, 
far from the fear of oppression, 
where destruction cannot come near you. 
Should there be any attack, it shall not be of my 
making; 
whoever attacks you shall fall before you. 
I will renew with you the everlasting covenant, 
the benefits assured to David. 


Mountains and hills shall break out in song before 
you, 
and all the trees of the countryside shall clap 
their hands. 
In place of the thornbush, the cypress shall grow, 
instead of nettles, the myrtle. 
This shall be to the Lorp’s renown, 
an everlasting imperishable sign. 


Responsory See Psalm 23:4; 109:22; Isaiah 66:13; 
Psalm 121:6 


Even though I walk in the dark valley, I fear no evil; 

you are at my side; 

for I am wretched and poor and my heart is 
pierced within me. 

— As a mother comforts her child, so will I com- 


fort you. 
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The sun shall not harm you by day, nor the moon 
by night. 

— As a mother comforts her child, so will I com- 
fort you. 


SECOND READING 
From a report by Don Antonio Valeriano, a Native 


American author of the sixteenth century 
(Nican Mopohua, 12th ed., 3-19, 21) 
The Voice of the Turtledove has been heard in our land 

At daybreak one Saturday morning in 1531, on 
the very first days of the month of December, an 
Indian named Juan Diego was going from the vil- 
lage where he lived to Tlatelolco in order to take 
part in divine worship and listen to God’s com- 
mandments. When he came near the hill called 
Tepeyac, dawn had already come, and Juan Diego 
heard someone calling him from the very top of 
the hill: “Juanito, Juan Dieguito.” 

He went up the hill and caught sight of a lady of 
unearthly grandeur whose clothing was as radiant 
as the sun. She said to him in words both gentle and 
courteous: “Juanito, the humblest of my children, 
know and understand that I am the ever virgin 
Mary, Mother of the true God through whom all 
things live. It is my ardent desire that a church be 
erected here so that in it ] can show and bestow my 
love, compassion, help, and protection to all who 
inhabit this land and to those others who love me, 
that they might call upon and confide in me. Go to 
the Bishop of Mexico to make known to him what I 
greatly desire. Go and put all your efforts into this.” 

When Juan Diego arrived in the presence of the 
Bishop, Fray Juan de Zumarraga, a Franciscan, the lat- 
ter did not seem to believe Juan Diego and answered: 
“Come another time, and I will listen at leisure.” 
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Juan Diego returned to the hilltop where the 
Heavenly Lady was waiting, and he said to her: “My 
Lady, my maiden, I presented your message to the 
Bishop, but it seemed that he did not think it was 
the truth. For this reason I beg you to entrust your 
message to someone more illustrious who might 
convey it in order that they may believe it, for am 
only an insignificant man.” 

She answered him: “Humblest of my sons, I ask 
that tomorrow you again go to see the Bishop and 
tell him that I, the ever virgin holy Mary, Mother of 
God, am the one who personally sent you.” 

But on the following day, Sunday, the Bishop 
again did not believe Juan Diego and told him that 
some sign was necessary so that he could believe 
that it was the Heavenly Lady herself who sent 
him. And then he dismissed Juan Diego. 

On Monday Juan Diego did not return. His 
uncle, Juan Bernardino, became very ill, and at 
night asked Juan to go to Tlatelolco at daybreak to 
call a priest to hear his confession. 

Juan Diego set out on Tuesday, but he went around 
the hill and passed on the other side, toward the 
east, so as to arrive quickly in Mexico City and to 
avoid being detained by the Heavenly Lady. But she 
came out to meet him on that side of the hill and 
said to him: “Listen and understand, my humblest 
son. There is nothing to frighten and distress you. 
Do not let your heart be troubled, and let nothing 
upset you. Is it not I, your Mother, who is here? Are 
you not under my protection? Are you not, fortu- 
nately, in my care? Do not let your uncle’s illness 
distress you. It is certain that he has already been 
cured. Go up to the hilltop, my son, where you will 
find flowers of various kinds. Cut them, and bring 
them into my presence.” 
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When Juan Diego reached the peak, he was 
astonished that so many Castilian roses had burst 
forth at a time when the frost was severe. He car- 
ried the roses in the folds of his tima (mantle) to 
the Heavenly Lady. She said to him: “My son, this 
is the proof and the sign which you will bring to the 
Bishop so that he will see my will in it. You are my 
ambassador, very worthy of trust.” 

Juan Diego set out on his way, now content and 
sure of succeeding. On arriving in the Bishop’s 
presence, he told him: “My lord, I did what you 
asked. The Heavenly Lady complied with your 
request and fulfilled it. She sent me to the hilltop to 
cut some Castilian roses and told me to bring 
them to you in person. And this I am doing, so that 
you can see in them the sign you seek in order to 
carry out her will. Here they are; receive them.” 

He immediately opened up his white mantle, and 
as all the different Castilian roses scattered to the 
ground, there was drawn on the cloak and sudden- 
ly appeared the precious image of the ever virgin 
Mary, Mother of God, in the same manner as it is 
today and is kept in her shrine of Tepeyac. 

The whole city was stirred and came to see and 
admire her venerable image and to offer prayers to 
her; and following the command which the same 
Heavenly Lady gave to Juan Bernardino when she 
restored him to health, they called her by the name 
that she herself had used: “the ever virgin holy 
Mary of Guadalupe.” 


Alternative: 


From the message of Pope Paul VI to the Mexican 
people 
(L’Osservatore Romano, 18 October 1970) 
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The best homage to Mary: loving God and neighbor 


Beloved sons and daughters, we wish to unite our 
voice to that filial hymn which the Mexican people 
raise up today to the Mother of God. Devotion to the 
most holy Virgin of Guadalupe must be for all of you a 
constant and specific demand for authentic Christian 
renewal. The crown which she expects from all of you 
is not so much a material one as a precious spiritual 
crown, shaped by a profound love of Christ and a sin- 
cere love of all: the two commandments which sum up 
the gospel message. The same most holy Virgin, with 
her example, guides us on these two paths. 

In the first place, she exhorts us to make Christ the 
center and summit of our whole Christian life. She 
remains hidden, with supreme humility, so that the 
image of her Son might appear to humanity with all 
its incomparable brightness. For this reason, true 
Marian devotion reaches its fullness and its most 
rightful expression when it is a path to the Lord and 
directs all its love toward him, just as Mary knew how 
to do, so as to intertwine in one and the same impulse 
the tenderness ofa mother and the piety ofa creature. 

But in addition, and precisely because she loved 
Christ so dearly, our Mother fulfilled perfectly that sec- 
ond commandment which must be the norm of all 
human relations: the love of neighbor. How beautiful 
and delicate was the intervention of Mary at the wed- 
ding feast of Cana, when she moved her Son to accom- 
plish the first miracle of turning the water into wine 
solely to help those young spouses! It is a complete sign 
of the constant love of the Virgin for humanity in need, 
and ought to be an example for all those who seek to 
be considered truly her sons and daughters. 

Christians can do no less than to show solidarity in 
seeking a solution to the situation of those to whom the 
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bread of culture has not yet come nor the opportunity 
of honorable and justly remunerated work. They can- 
not remain indifferent while new generations find no 
path for the realization of their legitimate aspirations, 
and while part of humanity continues to be placed at 
the margins of the advantages of civilization and 
progress. For this reason, on this celebrated feast, we 
urge you from our heart to give your Christian life a 
clear social sense—as the Council has asked—that you 
may always be in the front line in all efforts to attain 
progress, and in all the initiatives for improving the sit- 
uation of those who suffer want. See in each person a 
brother or a sister—a brother or sister in Christ—in 
such a way that the love of God and the love of the 
neighbor become united in the same love, alive and 
operative, which is the only thing that can redeem the 
miseries of the world, renewing it in its most profound 
root, the human heart. 

The person who has much should be conscious of 
his or her obligation to serve and contribute with 
generosity to the good of all. The person who has 
little or who has nothing should, with the help of a 
just society, make every effort at self-improvement 
and of going beyond self, and even in cooperating 
in the progress of those who suffer the same situa- 
tion. And, all of you, feel the obligation to unite fra- 
ternally so as to help forge this new world for 
which the human race longs. 

This is what the Virgin of Guadalupe asks of you 
today, this fidelity to the Gospel, of which she knew 
how to be the most eminent example. 

Upon you, dearly beloved sons and daughters, we 
implore with confidence the maternal benevolence of 
the Mother of God and Mother of the Church, in order 
that she may continue to protect your nation and to 
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direct and impel it more and more along the paths of 
progress, communal love, and a peaceful life together. | 


Responsory See Matthew 22:37-39; Matthew 25:40 

You shall love the Lord, your God, with all your 
heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. 
This is the greatest and first commandment. 

And the second is like it: You shall love your neigh- 


bor as yourself. 
—You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 


Whatever you do for the least of my brothers and 
sisters, you do for me. 
—You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 


HyMn Te Deum, 651. 
Prayer 

O God, Father of mercies, 
who placed your people 

under the singular protection 
of your Son’s most holy Mother, 
grant that all who invoke 

the Blessed Virgin of Guadalupe, 
may seek with ever more lively faith 
the progress of peoples in the ways of justice 

and of peace. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. 

Morning Prayer 

HYMN 
Refrain: 
Hail, this festival day! 
Blest day to be hallowed for ever 
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When we in Mary’s praise 
Our joyful anthem raise. 


Ave Maria, the maid 

Who bore for us the Redeemer; 

Blest is she by all creation; 

Blest is she in her child. 
Refrain 


Ave Maria, the Virgin Mother, 
Pray for us sinners. 
Hail Mary, full of grace, 
Mother of mercy and love. 
Refrain 
Star of the ocean most fair, 
O lead us to Christ, our brother; 
Pray God defend us, ever guide us, 
Show us his loving care. 
Refrain 
Sing out her praises, ye choirs of angels, 
Sing, all ye peoples. 
Heavenly hosts, rejoice; 
Sing to her glory and praise. 
Refrain 
Melody: Salve Festa Dies Music: R. Vaughn Williams. 
1872. 


1958 
‘Text: John Dunn, 1974 


PsaALMopy 


Ant. 1 Who is this that comes forth like the dawn, 
as beautiful as the moon, as resplendent as 
the sun? 


Psalms and canticle from Sunday, Week I, 688. 
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Ant.2 You are the glory of Jerusalem, the joy of 
Israel; you are the fairest honor of our race. 


Ant.3 O Virgin Mary, how great your cause for 
joy; God found you worthy to bear Christ 
our Savior. 


READING Zechariah 2:14-17 


Sing and rejoice, O daughter Zion! See I am com- 
ing to dwell among you, says the LorD. Many nations 
shall join themselves to the Lorp on that day, and 
they shall be his people, and he will dwell among you, 
and you shall know that the Lorp of hosts has sent 
me to you. The Lorp will possess Judah as his por- 
tion in the holy land, and he will again choose 
Jerusalem. Silence, all people, in the presence of the 
Lorp! for the LorD stirs forth from his holy dwelling. 


RESPONSORY 


I lift up my eyes toward the mountains, from where 
shall help come to me? 
— I lift up my eyes toward the mountains, from 


where shall help come to me? 


Lord, for you I rise early, give me a sign of your 


favor. 
— From where shall help come to me? 


Glory to the Father... 
— I lift up my eyes... 


CANTICLE OF ZECHARIAH 


Ant. Go up onto a high mountain, Jerusalem, her- 
ald of good news! Say to the cities of Judah: 
Here is your God! Like a shepherd he feeds 
his flock. 
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INTERCESSIONS 


Let us praise God, our all-powerful Father, and say: 
Lord, Creator of life, hear us. 


Blessed are you, Lord of the universe. In your great 
goodness you sent us the Mother of your Son, 
— to call us to faith and make us members of your 

holy people. 


We bless you, Lord, because you have hidden your 
message from those who are wise and prudent in 
the ways of this world, 

— and have revealed it to the lowly and the poor. 


You call us to be your worthy and trusted messengers, 
— may we carry to all peoples and nations your 
words of love and peace. 


By the presence of Mary, you made the desert 
bloom with flowers, 

— may the Blessed Virgin Mary’s love transform 
us into the image of Christ. 


Make us attentive to the message of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe, 
— so that we may deserve to meet Mary along the 
path of our lives. 
Our Father ... 
Prayer 
O God, Father of mercies, 
who placed your people 
under the singular protection 
of your Son’s most holy Mother, 
grant that all who invoke 
the Blessed Virgin of Guadalupe, 
may seek with ever more lively faith 
the progress of peoples in the ways of justice 
and of peace. 
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Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. 
Evening Prayer 
HYMN 
The God whom earth and sea and sky 
Adore and laud and magnify, 
Whose might they own, whose praise they tell, 
In Mary’s body deigned to dwell. 


O Mother blest! the chosen shrine 
Wherein the Architect divine, 

Whose hand contains the earth and sky, 
Vouchsafed in hidden guise to lie: 


Blest in the message Gabriel brought; 
Blest in the work the Spirit wrought; 
Most blest, to bring to human birth 
The long desired of all the earth. 


O Lord, the Virgin born, to thee 
Eternal praise and glory be, 
Whom with the Father we adore 
And Holy Ghost for ever more. 


Melody: Eisenach L.M. Musi: Johann H. Schein, 1596-1630 
‘Text: Venantius Fortunatus, 530-609 
‘Translator: J. M. Neale, 1818-1866 


PSALMODY 

Ant.1 I have consecrated this temple and my 
name shall dwell within it. 

Psalms and canticle from the Common of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary, 1345. 


Ant. 2. Blessed are you, O Mary, from you has 
come the salvation of the world. 
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Ant. 3 The Virgin Mary is exalted above all the 
choirs of angels. 


READING Revelation 21:2-3 


I, John, saw the holy city, a new Jerusalem, com- 
ing down out of heaven from God, prepared as a 
bride adorned for her husband. I heard a loud voice 
from the throne saying, “Behold, God’s dwelling is 
with the human race. God will dwell with them and 
they will be his people and God himself will always 
be with them as their God.” 


RESPONSORY 


Her children rose up and they called her blessed. 
— Her children rose up and they called her 
blessed. 


She opened her lips with wisdom and her tongue 
spoke words of love. 
— And they called her blessed. 


Glory to the Father... 


— Her children rose up and they called her 
blessed. 


CANTICLE OF MARY 


Ant. Deep waters cannot quench love, nor floods 
sweep it away. 


INTERCESSIONS 


God sent us the Blessed Virgin Mary to console us 
in our sorrow and to lead us to himself. Let us 
confidently pray: 

Grant us her love, help, and protection. 

You made Mary the gate through which the true 

Light shone over the earth, 
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— by the light of her Son may the Church seek jus- 
tice for the oppressed and peace for all people. 
The image of the Mother of your Son was imprint- 
ed on the garment of the Indian Juan Diego with 
the features of his race, 

— imprint within us Mary’s virtues and her love 
for the poor and the defenseless. 

Through Mary you changed barren Tepeyac into a 
fragrant garden of flowers, 

— through her transform us, that we may grow 
fruitfully as true Christians. 

In Juan Diego you give us an example of simplicity 
and humility, 

— teach us constancy in suffering and fidelity to 
the Gospel. 

You made the Virgin Mary the protector of all who 
call upon her and trust in her, 

— may the light of her consolation shine on those 
who have departed from this life. 


Our Father... 


O God, Father of mercies, 
who placed your people 
under the singular protection 
of your Son’s most holy Mother, 
grant that all who invoke 
the Blessed Virgin of Guadalupe, 
may seek with ever more lively faith 
the progress of peoples in the ways of justice 
and of peace. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. 
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